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These diagrams are based on research conducted at The University of Western Australia  •  

Presented in: Ramsay DT, Kent JC, Hartmann RA and Hartmann PE (2005)  •  Anatomy of the 

lactating human breast redefined with ultrasound imaging  •  Journal of Anatomy, 206:525-534

Additional points to note

l	 The ratio of glandular to fat tissue is 2:1 

l	 65% of the glandular tissue is located in a 30 mm radius from the base of the nipple

l	 The range of milk ducts exiting the nipple is 4–18

l	 Complex ductal network, not always arranged in a radial or symmetrical pattern

Old

What has changed?

1. Ducts branch  

 closer to the nipple

2. The conventionally described

 lactiferous sinuses do not exist

3. Glandular tissue is found 

 closer to the nipple

4. Subcutaneous fat is minimal 

 at the base of the nipple

New

©
 M

ed
el

a 
A

G
/1

9
0.

10
4

5/
0

9.
0

9/
B

Old versus new
Anatomy of the Lactating Breast

International, Medela AG, Medical Technology, 

Lättichstrasse 4b, 6341 Baar/Switzerland,

Phone  +41 (0)41 769 51 51, Fax +41 (0)41 769 51 00,  

ism@medela.ch, www.medela.com


